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A Background and project need
A Sustainable local food policy systems assessment

0 Economic opportunity of local food system

0 Local food production and environmental considerations
A Liberty Prairie Reserve master planning

0 Aligning landoreservation goals with biological farming
practices



Lake County Farminga Decade of Change
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0 Lake County is one of the fastest growing counties nationally

o 1,500 acres a year are being developed, much of that is
farmland

0 Because farmland has high development value much of it
has been lost to development and this trend will continue

0 18,000 acres of farmland lost to development between 1987
and 2000

A ConclusionFarming futurén question- largegrain farming
IS leaving Lake County



Inverse Trends:

Acres of Farmland and Number of Farms

Farmland in northeastern lllinois, in thousands of acres

Number of farms in northeastern lllinois, by county, 1987-2007
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Increasing Demand for Local Food

wLocal and sustainably
produced food is a growing
trend amongst restaurants

wSupermarkets are
responding to consumer
demand with increasing
offerings of locally grown 300
food -

wDirectto-consumer sales
are increasing rapidly

Number of farmers markets in lllinois
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Basic Financial Picture

Lake County Lake County
Fresh Produce Operation | Corn & Bean Operation
(20 acres)?
Sales/Acre $20,000 - $23,000 S810P
Non Labor Costs/Acre $6,000 - S11,000 S424c
Land Costs/Acre S$250 S150
Labor Costs/Acre S7,000 - $9,500 S10-S514 ©

Operator Return/Acre S7,000 - $12,000 5224

? Ranges from last 5 years

b Acreage is 50% Beans, 50% Corn; Corn $5.00/bushel, Beans $12.00/bushel; Corn 190 bu/acre, Beans 52bu/acre; $23/acre

government payments . . .

© University of lllinois Farm Business 2010 Crop Budgets Source: Michael Sands, Ph.D., Senior Associate
Liberty Prairie Foundation




EconomidPotential of Local Food




